
DARK SKY CALENDAR
Sun, Moon, Planets & Celestial Viewing · 2026–2027

A guide to meteor showers, eclipses, planetary alignments,
and moon phases visible over Sun Valley's pristine dark skies.
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Event Key

METEOR SHOWER MOON PHASE ECLIPSE

PLANET SOLSTICE/EQUINOX
CONJUNCTION /

ALIGNMENT

SPECIAL EVENT

2026

August 2026

Aug 12

New Moon MOON PHASE

The darkest skies of the month begin — ideal for stargazing.

Aug 12–13

Perseid Meteor Shower METEOR SHOWER

A favorite meteor shower, producing up to 60 meteors per hour at its peak. Produced by comet Swift-Tuttle
(discovered 1862). Meteors radiate from Perseus but streak across the whole sky.

Aug 27

Full Moon — Sturgeon Moon MOON PHASE

Aug 28

Partial Lunar Eclipse ECLIPSE

Earth's shadow covers a portion of the Moon. Peak in our area occurs around 10:00 p.m., with partial shading
visible for about 90 minutes before and after.

September 2026

Sep 11

New Moon MOON PHASE

Sep 22

Fall Equinox SOLSTICE/EQUINOX

The Sun sits directly above the equator, giving nearly equal day and night. Because the Sun's magnetic field
aligns closely with Earth's near the equinoxes, the surrounding weeks are favored for strong geomagnetic activity
— good potential for aurora viewing.
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Sep 25

Neptune at Opposition PLANET

Neptune makes its closest approach to Earth and is fully sunlit, its brightest point of the year. Visible all night,
though it appears only as a tiny dot even through a powerful telescope.

Sep 26

Full Moon — Harvest Moon MOON PHASE

October 2026

Oct 4

Saturn at Opposition PLANET

Saturn reaches its closest point to Earth, fully illuminated by the Sun — a prime night to view or photograph the
ringed planet and its moons through binoculars or a telescope.

Oct 7

Draconids Meteor Shower METEOR SHOWER

A minor shower of about 10 meteors per hour, produced by dust from comet 21P/Giacobini-Zinner (discovered
1900). Unusually, the best viewing is in the early evening rather than early morning.

Oct 10

New Moon MOON PHASE

Oct 21–22

Orionids Meteor Shower METEOR SHOWER

An average shower producing up to 20 meteors per hour, from dust left by comet Halley.

Oct 25

Full Moon — Hunter's Moon MOON PHASE

November 2026

Nov 4–5

Taurids Meteor Shower METEOR SHOWER

A modest shower of 5–10 meteors per hour, fed by two debris streams from asteroid 2004 TG10 and comet
2P/Encke. Active from early September through early December, peaking in early November.

Nov 9

New Moon MOON PHASE

Nov 17–18

Leonids Meteor Shower METEOR SHOWER

Up to 15 meteors per hour at its peak, produced by dust from comet Tempel-Tuttle.
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Nov 24

Full Moon — Beaver Moon MOON PHASE

Nov 25

Uranus at Opposition PLANET

Uranus is at its closest approach and fully lit by the Sun, though its great distance means it appears only as a tiny
blue-green point even in powerful telescopes.

December 2026

Dec 8

New Moon MOON PHASE

Dec 13–14

Geminids Meteor Shower METEOR SHOWER

The year's favorite shower, producing up to 120 multicolored meteors per hour at its peak — from debris left by
asteroid 3200 Phaethon (discovered 1982).

Dec 21

Winter Solstice SOLSTICE/EQUINOX

The Northern Hemisphere's shortest day and longest night, as the Sun reaches its southernmost position in the
sky.

Dec 21–22

Ursids Meteor Shower METEOR SHOWER

A minor shower of 5–10 meteors per hour, from dust left by comet Tuttle (discovered 1790).

Dec 23

Full Moon — Cold Moon MOON PHASE

2027

January 2027

Jan 3

Venus at Greatest Elongation PLANET

Venus reaches its maximum distance from the Sun, blazing bright high in the southeastern sky before sunrise — a
perfect morning target all month.

Jan 4

Quadrantids Meteor Shower Peak METEOR SHOWER
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Jan 7

New Moon MOON PHASE

Jan 22

Full Moon MOON PHASE

Jan 23–24

Moon, Jupiter, Mars & the Beehive Cluster CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

Over a 48-hour window, the nearly full Moon glides past Jupiter and the Beehive Cluster (M44) on the 23rd, then
slides beside a bright, fiery Mars on the 24th.

February 2027

Feb 3

Mercury at Peak Visibility PLANET

Mercury reaches its greatest eastern elongation — usually lost in the Sun's glare, this is the year's best chance to
spot it low in the western sky just after sunset.

Feb 6

New Moon & Annular “Ring of Fire” Solar Eclipse ECLIPSE

The path of annularity is visible only from South America and the Atlantic, but the event coincides with an
especially dark New Moon night here — ideal for deep-sky stargazing.

Feb 20

Penumbral Lunar Eclipse ECLIPSE

A subtle shading of the Moon visible across Idaho in the early evening.

Feb 20

Full Moon — Snow Moon & Supermoon MOON PHASE

This full moon coincides with lunar perigee (closest approach to Earth), appearing noticeably larger and brighter
than usual.

March 2027

Mar 4

Moon Meets Venus CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

A slim crescent Moon aligns closely with brilliant Venus in the early evening sky.

Mar 8

New Moon MOON PHASE
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Mar 19

The Triple Alignment (Peak Event) CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

The Moon passes directly in front of Jupiter (a lunar occultation) while simultaneously forming a tight close
approach with Mars.

Mar 22

Full Moon MOON PHASE

Mar 31

Jupiter & Mars Conjunction CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

Jupiter and Mars pass within just 4° of each other, forming a bright, eye-catching pair.

April 2027

Apr 7

New Moon MOON PHASE

Apr 12–19

International Dark Sky Week SPECIAL EVENT

An annual celebration of pristine night skies and awareness of light pollution — coinciding this year with a waxing
crescent Moon for exceptionally dark early-evening skies.

Apr 20

Full Moon MOON PHASE

Apr 22–23

Lyrids Meteor Shower Peak METEOR SHOWER

Roughly 20 fast meteors per hour, with occasional bright fireballs. The peak falls just two days after a full Moon,
so the best strategy is watching in the pre-dawn hours of the 23rd from a spot shielded from direct moonlight.

May 2027

May 6

New Moon MOON PHASE

May 7

Venus & Saturn Conjunction CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

Brilliant Venus passes a mere 0.6° from Saturn low on the eastern horizon before sunrise — close enough to fit
both in a single binocular view.
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May 11

Mercury & Uranus Conjunction CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

Mercury passes close to Uranus, a challenging target best found with a telescope or high-powered binoculars low
in the west-northwest twilight.

May 12–13

Moon, Jupiter & Mars Dance CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

A young crescent Moon glides through Leo, passing beside bright Jupiter on the 12th and red Mars on the 13th.

May 20

Full Moon MOON PHASE

June 2027

Jun 4

New Moon MOON PHASE

Jun 13

Venus & Uranus Conjunction CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

Bright Venus passes exceptionally close to dim Uranus — binoculars or a small telescope will help separate the
two near the twilight horizon.

Jun 19

Full Moon — Strawberry Moon MOON PHASE

Jun 21

Summer Solstice SOLSTICE/EQUINOX

The longest day and shortest night of the year, marking the start of prime Milky Way viewing season as its dense,
star-filled core rises over the horizon.

Jun 28

Moon & Saturn Alignment CONJUNCTION /
ALIGNMENT

A waning crescent Moon glides alongside Saturn in the early morning eastern sky.

July 2027

Jul 3

New Moon MOON PHASE

Jul 19

Full Moon MOON PHASE
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August 2027

Aug 2

New Moon MOON PHASE

First of two new moons this month.

Aug 17

Full Moon MOON PHASE

Aug 31

New Moon MOON PHASE

Second of two new moons this month.

September 2027

Sep 15

Full Moon MOON PHASE

Sep 30

New Moon MOON PHASE

October 2027

Oct 15

Full Moon MOON PHASE

Oct 30

New Moon MOON PHASE

November 2027

Nov 13

Full Moon MOON PHASE

Nov 29

New Moon MOON PHASE

December 2027

Dec 13

Full Moon MOON PHASE
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Dec 29

New Moon MOON PHASE


